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FOETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER — BANKSIA HILL DETAINEES — RESEARCH 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.07 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house about the publication of groundbreaking research into the prevalence of foetal 
alcohol spectrum disorder, or FASD, among the detainees at Banksia Hill. The two-year study by the 
Telethon Kids Institute, known as the Banksia Hill FASD project, also revealed that almost nine in 10 of the 
detainees had neurodevelopmental impairments. For many of us here, and for many Western Australians, it would 
not come as a surprise that there are significant drivers for what should be unusual criminal behaviour in young 
people. For the staff at Banksia Hill, it certainly was not a surprise. They indicated overwhelmingly during the 
study that they were aware of the symptoms, but not the causes. 
This research into some of the drivers of youth crime gives the custodial officers the insight they need to help 
manage these highly complex offenders. It also helps staff understand better why an approach that works well for 
one detainee does not work well for another. Today, a new suite of training resources developed by the 
Telethon Kids Institute is being rolled out for staff at Banksia Hill Detention Centre. This training will assist staff 
in better recognising, understanding and responding to young people with suspected neurodevelopmental 
impairments. Additionally, with support from the institute, the Department of Justice is developing a business case 
for a speech pathologist pilot program. 
There are very promising signs coming out of Banksia Hill and I want to thank the centre’s superintendent and staff 
for their work in turning this facility around. As many parents would appreciate, young people need boundaries, 
routine, structure and discipline. For those with mental impairments, it could be argued that they are especially 
needed. What has also been needed at Banksia Hill is a new model of care after the previous one under the former 
government created so much of the instability and confusion that led to repeated riots. This new model of care is in 
the final stages of development and will now include the findings from the TKI study. As part of the new model of 
care, three pilot programs are already underway at Banksia Hill and include targeted behavioural support planning 
for young people with the most complex needs, transitional planning and referrals, and the delivery of cultural 
programs with Indigenous elders. Although we are beginning to understand the drivers of some youth crime, we 
must also recognise that if a young person ends up in detention—we all know that a lot of effort is put into stopping 
them getting there—we are dealing with individuals who have caused serious harm to our community. 
The institute’s research is very much welcomed and will help inform whole-of-government policies to deal with 
what all of us in this place know is an extremely challenging matter. But for now we must work step by step to 
look after those highly complex young people in detention while we begin to widen our scope using research such 
as TKI’s to inform our policies for the wider community. 
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